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Date/Time: January 7, 2026, at 9:30 AM 
Location: via webconference 
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1. Call to Order: 9:32 am  
a. Commission members present 

i. Arthur Pang, Chairperson 
ii. J. Nicole Rhodes 

iii. Kellie Ware, Vice Chair 
iv. Leslie Paul Jamerson 

 
b. Staff members present 

i. Ellen Buannic, Employee Relations Coordinator 
ii. Jake Lifson, Assistant County Solicitor 

 
2. Introduction of Guests: Dr. Kristy Gnibus, Director of Erie County Human Relations Commission 

 
3. Approval of Minutes: Approved without edit Chairperson motioned and seconded by Commissioner 

Rhodes. 
 

4. Chairperson’s Update: The Executive Director search continues. 
 
5. Staff and Committee Reports 

a. Law Department: none 
b. Human Resources Department: none 

 
6. Strategic Initiatives and Process Improvement: Confirmed that the 9:30 meeting time still works for all. 

Tentatively agreed that July’s meeting would be canceled for summer break. 
 

7. Community Events: February is Black History Month and MLK Prayer Breakfast is January 19th.  Former 
Commissioner, Judge Nicola Henry-Taylor is being honored with the Drum Major Award. 

 
8. Announcements and Open Floor:  Chairperson Pang is on the Lunar New Year committee and will send out 

information regarding the celebration when available. 
 

9. Adjournment: Commissioner: Meeting adjourned at 9:41. 
 

Review Group #1 
Arthur Pang, and J. Nicole Rhodes 
 
Review Group #2 
Leslie Paul Jamerson, Tanya Vokes, and Kellie Ware, Esq. 
 
Motions Commissioner 
J. Nicole Rhodes 


