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SMOKY
x NFUIIS,BCEEBU.RNING?

Wood smoke can be harmful to your health and the health
of your family and neighbors. Wood smoke contains dozens
of air toxics — contaminants known or suspected to cause
cancer or other serious health effects, such as reproductive
effects or birth defects, or adverse environmental

effects. The air toxics found in wood smoke can include

hazardous chemicals such as benzene, toluene, methane,
formaldehyde and naphthalene, just to name a few.

Wood smoke also contributes to Allegheny County’s fine
particulate pollution problem. Short term exposure to the fine
particulate pollution found in wood smoke can aggravate lung
diseases, causing asthma attacks and acute bronchitis, and
may increase susceptibility to respiratory infections. Long term
exposure to fine particulates has been linked to problems
such as reduced lung function and the development of
chronic bronchitis.

ACHD encourages everyone to be considerate of their
neighbors. Nuisance fires may be stopped by ACHD, and
the owner of a problematic fire may be fined.

GovQA is the ACHD complaint portal.

All air pollution related complaints

- not just about wood smoke - can be
reported. Complaints will be investigated
by ACHD staff, and violations can be issued
when necessary.

Access GovQA by scanning the QR code
or visit callcenter.alleghenycounty.us.

Subscribe to receive email, text or
smart phone app notifications of
burn ban days at:
alleghenycounty.us/alerts
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