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ADMINISTRATION

2

• McKeesport rental space is in the 
architectural drawing space. Will allow for 
expansion of services such as STI services 
and shared spaces amongst a variety of 
programs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 
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ADMINISTRATION – HUMAN RESOURCES



PUBLIC HEALTH 
LABORATORY
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 



PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY

5

• New Leadership

• Dr. Robert Wadowsky, Sc.D., D(ABMM)

• Dr. Ejoke Dosunmu, Ph.D., D(ABMM)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 



• Behavioral Risk Factor Survey
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DATA, REPORTING & 
DISEASE CONTROL

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 



• Plumbing
• Starting to pilot the Contractor Scheduling 

portal for inspections and automated 
itineraries for inspectors

• Starting the process of revamping 
the Plumbing Certification test based 
on recent Article XV modifications

• Air Quality
• New PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 



PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
SOFTWARE
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• Asbestos

• Food Safety

• Housing

• Plumbing

• Wastewater & Solid Waste Management



• Housing & Community Environment
• 214 total no-heat complaints 

received this heating season and 
serviced so far.

• Our new Senior Sanitarian completed 
his Lead Paint Inspection and Lead 
Risk Assessor required certification 
classes.

• 1,791 flyers distributed to date.
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FOOD, HOUSING & POLICY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
West Nile virus 
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Clinical Services Bureau Update

Barbara Nightingale, MD
Deputy Director

Bureau of Clinical Services
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Clinical 
Services 
Bureau



• Vaccines
• Viral hepatitis screening
• Cervical cancer screening
• Emergency contraception
• Doxy-PEP (post-exposure prophylaxis)

• HIV PrEP/PEP (pre/post-exposure prophylaxis)

Prevention

STI/HIV Program Expanded Services



• McKeesport satellite clinic
• Expedited partner therapy
• Home STI testing

• Partnership with community pharmacies
• Hepatitis C treatment

Screening, Diagnosis, Treatment

STI/HIV Program Expanded Services



• Internet partner services policy

Disease Investigation and 
Intervention

• Case management (insurance sign-up, 
referrals)

Promotion and Education

STI/HIV Program Expanded Services



• Vaccine misinformation evaluation
• In-school vaccine services

Immunization

• Public Health Laboratory testing

Tuberculosis

• Scheduling software
• Dental assistant apprenticeship program

Pediatric Dental

Other Program Developments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug Supply Chain Security Act- safety, inventory



• Revision and systematization of ACHD 
Outbreak Response Plans

• Revision of ACHD All-Hazards Plan

Emergency Preparedness

• Fulltime pharmacist
• Medication tracking via barcode scanning
• 340B contract pharmacy partnerships

Pharmacy

Other Program Developments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug Supply Chain Security Act- safety, inventory



Billing for 
Clinical 

Services

Increase access to comprehensive 
services for uninsured patients

Support services that decrease 
disparities in sexual health-related 
conditions

Ensure sustainability of STI/HIV and 
tuberculosis programs

Assure proper stewardship of federal, 
state, and county funds
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Article VI Regulatory Update

Otis Pitts
ACHD Deputy Director

Bureau of Food Safety, Housing & Policy

Tim Murphy
Program Manager

Housing and Community Environment

March 6, 2024 Board of Health Meeting
Presentation and Vote to Approve 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning, we’re here to follow up on the May 3rd Board of Health meeting. During that meeting the Board approved a 60-day public comment period which started May 10, 2023 and concluded on July 10th, 2023. In addition to accepting written comments, oral testimony was also compiled at an in-person Public Hearing that was held on July 6, 2023 – 3 members of the public gave oral testimony at that hearingLeading up to the comment period, we spent the Spring reaching out to and conducting a series of stakeholder meetings to groups potentially effected by these changes. We eventually met with 13 stakeholders and community groups including those focused on tenants-rights and those representing landlord interests. The groups we met with include:Pennsylvania Apartment AssociationApartment Association of Metropolitan PittsburghWomen for a Healthy EnvironmentAction HousingONALA Recovery CenterNeighborhood Legal ServicesUrban League Community Justice Project CONNECT PittsburghCity of Pittsburgh PLI Steel Rivers COGAllegheny County Housing Authority McKeesport Housing Authority Following our public comment period we again reached out to these same stakeholders to keep them informed of this process, and to address some of their questions and concerns directly. 



• Update is necessary to:
- Align Allegheny County housing standards with those found in other 

jurisdictions. 
- Promote better understanding and readability for landlords and 

tenants. 
- Improve safety standards to reduce and prevent injuries.
- Clarify the roles that both tenants and landlords have in keeping 

dwellings safe and healthy. 

Intent of Article VI Regulatory Update 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a refresher for the Board- some areas where these updates will improve safety standards in the County include:-requiring deadbolts to be installed in entry doors-requiring fall prevention devices on certain windows -restrictions on grading and drainage to prevent potential erosion, landslides, and pooling -requiring Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter outlets to prevent electrocution in line with Section 8 requirements -Requiring Carbon Monoxide Detectors to be installed -Requiring landlords to provide sufficiently sized garbage containers to prevent rodent infestations 



• May 10, 2023- July 10, 2023: Public Comment Period
• July 6, 2023: ACHD held a public hearing to collect public testimony 
• July- August 2023: 

– ACHD reviewed public comments and drafted the public comment 
response document 

– ACHD incorporated public comment input as appropriate
• March 6, 2024: BOH Vote to Approve
• Upon BOH favorable vote, ACHD will send Article VI proposal to County 

Council for final approval 
• October 1, 2024: Proposed effective date for updated Article VI provisions  
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Timeline – Today’s Article VI vote in context 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the close of the Public Comment Period, we received 13 individual comments. There were many messages that were repeated, but of those total comments – our staff identified 30 individual suggestions that warranted a unique response from the Health Department. As the Board is aware, we have drafted a thorough Public Comment and Response Document providing a direct response to all of those unique comments. Moreover, in response to public comments received, we have decided to incorporate some improved language into our final Article VI. 



Deadbolts- § 624 
• Required on all entry doors. In line with the IPMC. 
GFCI outlets- § 630 
• Required in all bathrooms, within 6 ft of any sink, all exteriors. 
• In line with HUD and National Electrical Code. 
Sufficient Garbage Containers- § 655 
• Owners required to provide sufficient capacity to store trash. In line with 

the IPMC. 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors- § 643
• Where there is fuel burning appliances, renovations, fireplaces, garages.
• In line with Consumer Product Safety Commission and International Fire 

Code.  

Safety Improvement Review 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Deadbolt-IPMC 304.18- avg cost $38.97-without need for a key or special device on the inside. -shall secure tightly to door and in good condition.-minimum throw of 1 inch -Sliding bolt (bathroom stall door) unacceptable -New standard is in line with our goals under PHA to create more safe and stable housing and to reduce violence in homes and communities. GFCI Outlets- Section 8 requirements- avg. cost- $20.33 for a 15 or 20 amp Ground-fault circuit interrupter outlets will be required in all bathrooms.All accessible outlets must be GFCI protected within 6 ft. of any sink and on the exterior.-Our goal under PHA is to increase safety in housing. One way is through reducing injuries and electrocutions. -Currently Article VI doesn’t require any outlets in bathrooms- we are changing that to align with IPMC 605. -In line with HUD requirements and National Electrical Code - that bathroom outlet and all outlets within 6 ft of a sink or in the exterior must be GFCI protected. -Requirement is only that these outlets be GFCI protected- one per circuit will protect all of the other outlets. Section 655: Facilities Required XL Trash Barrels avg cost: $40.97 Owners must provide containers with sufficient capacity to store occupant’s trash between scheduled collection times.Tenants are responsible for placing refuse in approved containers. Large appliances like refrigerators cannot be discarded or stored without removing the doors. -In practice- inspectors will have to use discretion to determine what is typically sufficient. -Containers must be covered and stored appropriately between pickups.  -As originally required- occupants are required to storage refuse in a clean manner. We’re now saying explicitly that they need to place refuse in approved refuse disposal facility or approved containers. -Owners are still responsible for maintaining shared refuse storage facilities in a clean manner. -Changes are important to reduce rodent spread. CO Detectors Avg Cost $19.97 for combo units Must have one detector on every floor (including basements and cellars). Must be located in the immediate vicinity of all sleeping areas. According to the PA Department of Health there were 11 unintentional, non-fire related, CO deaths between 2016-2020 in Allegheny County. 110 throughout the Commonwealth during that same period. CO is already a reportable condition for us. We get about 1-5 CO complaints that we respond to a year. Typically diverted to 911 first. Wall units and battery operated suffice. Combination smoke/CO detectors are permitted. Immediate vicinity will be a judgment call by inspectors. Similar to how we enforce smoke detectors- landlords will purchase units, install according to manufacturer instructions, and ensure that they’re maintained in good order. Tenants are responsible for replacing batteries. 



• §606 Entry and Inspection of Dwellings and Premises Subsection A: 
language was added to further avoid any potential violation of the 
constitutional rights of owners and occupants. 

Such language includes: “When a premises is occupied and the 
occupants refuse entry, the Department is authorized to gain entry 
upon showing a proper inspection warrant or by any remedy provided 
by law. In such cases where a premises is found to be unoccupied, 
except for emergencies, the Department shall make a reasonable 
attempt to locate the owner or operator of the premises and request 
entry.”

Changes Since Public Comment Period

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on comments received, we edited and added to the language of Section 606. The comment asked ACHD to avoid any potential violation of the rights of owners and occupants during entry and inspection. After consulting with the ACHD Legal Office, we added this language in response. 



• §608 Subsection E. was added to include Other Remedies Provided by Law, 
in addition to the remedies already included within Subsections A-D. 

The language reads: “In addition to the penalties provided in this 
Section, the Department may institute any appropriate action or 
proceeding at law or in equity to prevent or restrain a violation of 
this Article and in furtherance of the Department’s mission to 
protect public health.”

Key Changes Since Public Comment Period (cont.)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similarly, based on a specific comment ACHD did alter Section 608 to add Subsection E, including language clarifying that ACHD institute other remedies in furtherance of the Department’s public health mission in addition to the penalties enumerated already. The ACHD Legal Office was consulted and assisted with crafting the addition. 



Questions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a final note- we fully expect to return to this Board on a regular basis seeking ongoing updates and improvements to Article VI. Our current goal is to align our standards with industry standards, and to catch up with other jurisdictions. We believe that this proposal will accomplish that goal while also improving safety standards in important areas. With the update in timeline, we have altered the implementation date from July 1, 2024, to October 1, 2024 in order to give owners and operators time to implement changes fully. Rental Data: 2021 Census Data: 360,962 renters in AC. 35% of population. 2023- 220,430 renter-occupied parcels. 
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Request Permission To 
Go To Public Comment
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Public Comments

• Commenters will be allowed 3 minutes 
each to address the Board
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