


DEI Staff Members

Damian Wiles – Deputy Director
Matthew Costello – Office Manager

Melodye Martin – Contract Compliance Specialist
Sheldon Reynolds – Certification Analyst

Kayla Dolby – Certification Analyst
Erin Johnson – Office Clerk 

Toi White – Temporary Admin Assistant
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SPC’s Economic Development Programs
Designed to help southwestern Pennsylvania’s small businesses start, grow, and prosper
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Partnership for Regional Economic Performance (PREP)

• Designed to encourage regional coordination in economic development efforts

• Regional EDOs use the funds to provide coordinated business development services.

• Services are designed to strengthen business’ ability to compete in the global economy, 
and encourage business creation

Contact Information:
Jennifer Lasser
Director, Workforce & Economic Development
jlasser@spcregion.org

mailto:jlasser@spcregion.org
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Commercial Lending Assistance

• Provides low interest loans for small for-profit businesses, or non-
profits engaged in commercial enterprise

• Interest rates are currently between 1% and 4% fixed

• Favorable terms

• No pre-payment penalty Contact information:
Steve Meredith
Manager, Commercial Lending
smeredith@spcregion.org

• Loan proceeds can be used to finance
Land/Building Purchases
Machinery or Equipment Purchases
Related working capital loans

mailto:smeredith@spcregion.org
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Export Development Program
Has been a part of SPC’s suite of economic development services for over 20 years

Services include: 
• Export readiness assessments
• International Market research
• Market entry strategies
• Int’l agent/distributor searches
• Foreign company background checks
• International Trade Event Assistance
• Market access grant application assistance
• Export related technical assistance

COVID-19 Adaptations

Contact information:
Rena Liu-Belshe
Manager, Export and International Trade Assistance
renabelshe@spcregion.org

Jackie Pacheco
International Trade Specialist
jpacheco@spcregion.org

mailto:renabelshe@spcregion.org
mailto:jpacheco@spcregion.org
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PTAC Program

Assists small businesses in pursuit of federal, state, and local government contracts

Services include:

• Registering your business as a government vendor

• Assistance with applying for socio-economic status as an 8(a), Woman-Owned, 
Veteran-Owned, or HUBZone Small Business

• Market Research

• Bid-Match services

• Solicitation Read-Thru

• Bid-Proofreading
Contact information:
Faith Collins
Manager, Government Contract Technical Assistance (PTAC)
fcollins@spcregion.org

mailto:fcollins@spcregion.org
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The Water Resource Center
Mission: The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) Water Resource Center (WRC) will promote 
regional collaboration on water topics; be a leader in facilitating coordination and education; and 
provide technical assistance to its member governments.

Provide technical assistance 
to member governments

Serve as a regional 
information clearinghouse

Promote regional collaboration 
on water topics

Facilitate coordination 
and education

The Water Resource Center has four mission aligned tasks to undertake for its regional members:

Dan Alwine
Director, Strategic Initiatives and Policy
dalwine@spcregion.org

mailto:dalwine@spcregion.org
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Questions?
For more information, please contact:

Steve Meredith – smeredith@spcregion.org

mailto:smeredith@spcregion.org


PennDOT Mentor Protégé 
Program (MPP) 
Holly Douglas



PENNDOT MENTOR PROTÉGÉ PROGRAM (MPP)



PURPOSE

 To promote diverse business inclusion in 
PennDOT projects by not only providing DBE 
access to training, networking and business 
development as well as providing 
opportunities for small and diverse businesses 
to gain project experience by partnering with 
Prime Consultants within the Commonwealth.





PARTICIPATION

 Any Pennsylvania Unified Certification Program 
(PA UCP) certified Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) is eligible to participate in the 
Program as a Protégé. There are no limits 
regarding skill or prior experience.



PROGRAM STRUCTURE

Register Assessment
Firms Meet, 

Prepare MOU and 
Pursue Project

Project 
Performance



CONTRACTOR TRACTCONTRACTOR TRACT



CONTRACTOR TRACTCONSULTANT TRACT



BENEFITS

• Access to DBE Supportive Services
• Opportunities for business development
• Opportunities to build long-term and tested relationships with Prime Consultants
• Opportunities to work with and learn from experienced Commonwealth consultants
• Reimbursement of up to 40 hours of classroom training (not to exceed $80/hour) plus allowable 

travel costs

Protege

• Two percent line item on Project
• MPP work is eligible for the overall project DBE goal
• Opportunity to build relationships with DBE subcontractors

Mentor



OPPORTUNITIES



PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

EVALUATING 
CONSULTANT MENTORS

INCREASING POOL OF 
MENTORS



QUESTIONS



Axiom Advancement 
Corporation

Matthew Schmale



Our History
 Founded in 2016 by Michelle Chenn
 Axiom is an emerging CDFI intentionally focused on serving businesses in under resourced  communities
 Launched small business grant program during the height of the Covid pandemic

 Funded 59 businesses who were ineligible for other local and state covid relief programs

Our Mission
 Committed to serving minority, women-owned and disadvantaged businesses of Allegheny County

 Axiom is founded and lead by a black woman
 Advancing economic development by providing minority and women entrepreneurs with access to capital 

 Small business loans to launch, grow and build sustainable businesses
 Business-specific financial literacy and training 



Axiom Partnerships includes the following:



In Partnership with

 Minority, Women, and Veteran Loan Program
 Short Term Lending- Eligible borrowers can receive funding for public sector contract work being performed in 

Allegheny County.
 Maximum Loan amount- $100,000
 Term- One year or length of contract

 Debt Refinancing- Provides borrowers with high interest debt the opportunity to free business cash flow.
 Maximum Loan amount- $15,000
 Term- Up to 5 years

 Term Loan- Borrowers can receive funding to expand, purchase equipment, increase working capital.
 Maximum Loan amount- $50,000
 Term- Up to 10 years
 Borrower must commit to creating one new full-time position for every $35,000 borrowed

(All MWV loans are based on WSJ Prime Rate)



Prestige Professional 
Cleaning

Owner:
Angelica Grant

info@presprocleaners.com

412.712.2426

Our Customers

We fund the following industries:
• Construction/Subcontractors 
• Child Care/Learning Centers
• Real Estate/Affordable Housing Ventures
• Salon and Spa’s
• Tax and Accounting
• Tech Industry
• Robotics
• Food Industry
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We look forward to expanding our work and improving Allegheny County’s small business economy.

@AxiomPGH@AxiomPGH

Follow us on social media!
www.axiompgh.com

412-662-0660

4 1 6 5  B l a i r  S t r e e t
P I T T S B U RG H , P A  1 5 2 0 7

info@axiompgh.com

Thank You



ProRank Business Solutions
Kyron Robinson



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDOKarRVW8s



Questions?

PennDOT Supportive Services 
ProRank Business Solutions



B2G Now
Sharon Carter
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DEI Virtual Open House

September 29, 2022
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Allegheny County 
Compliance and Certification 

Reporting System
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Overview

The Allegheny County Compliance and Certification 
Reporting System  is a web-based tool that provides:

• Electronic certification application process
• Online Certification Application and Vendor Management

• Enhanced Public Directory.

The Contract Compliance Reporting System and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Certification is 
powered by B2Gnow Software
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Benefits

• No cost to vendors

• Vendors can manage their own accounts

• Multiple user accounts for each vendor

• Single location for all certifications, contracts, and more

• Substantial time savings 
• Increased transparency
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Public Portal – Landing Page

https://alleghenycounty.diversitycompliance.com
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Account Lookup
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Account Look Up and Password Resets
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Account Lookup
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Username/Password Reminder
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Request New User
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Request New User
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Password Reset
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The Dashboard



46© B2Gnow

View Dashboard & Homepage
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Navigation Menu “View” 
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Online Certification Application
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Online Certification Application
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Accessing the Applications
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Application Options
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Document Preview List
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Providing Supporting Documents
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Sign and Submit



58© B2Gnow

Certification Status



59© B2Gnow

App Q & A - File/Info Requests

•Exchange of additional information



60© B2Gnow

Vendor Profile 
Management
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The Vendor Profile
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Vendor Profile: General Info
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Vendor Profile: Add Users
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Vendor Profile: Deactivate Users
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Vendor Profile: Contacts



66© B2Gnow

Vendor Profile Management

Certifications
Contract

Concessions
Workforce Composition

Registration/Questionnaires
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RSVP for Training Classes
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Available Training 
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Contacting Customer Support
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Contacting Customer Support
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Contacting Customer Support
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Questions and Feedback
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Thank You!



Allegheny County 
Resources & Opportunities

Lisa L. Edmonds







MWDBE Committee 
Recognition & 

Closing Remarks

M. Gayle Moss



Thank you for joining us!
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