
Allegheny County Homeless Advisory Board 
 

CoC Bi-Monthly Meeting 
March 29, 2022; 10:00AM to 12:00PM 
Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting and 

1 Smithfield St, Pittsburgh, 15222 (HSB, Lower Level) 
 

Purpose: The Homeless Advisory Board (HAB) is a public/private partnership formed to assist and 
recommend to Allegheny County, the City of Pittsburgh, the City of McKeesport and the Municipality of Penn 
Hills on public policy, programs, activities, data and all other efforts that will eliminate homelessness and 
improve the wellbeing of persons and families who are homeless. 

 
HAB Members1 
Nicole Anderson (P) 
Breanna Benjamin (P) 
Damian Butler-Buccilli (P) 
Jane Downing (P) 
Laura Drogowski  
Stuart Fisk (P) 
Pete Giacalone (P) 

Andy Halfhill (P) 
Knowledge Build Hudson (P) 
Anna Kudrav (P) 
Joe Lagana (P) 
John Lovelace (P) 
Jennifer McCurry (P) 
Susie Puskar (P) 

Christy Pietryga (P) 
Diana Reichenbach (P) 
Lea Etta Rhodes  
Katie Stohlberg (P) 
Gale Schwartz (P)  
Kyona White  
Bethany Wingerson (P)

In addition to the below notes, the meeting recording can be accessed here. 
 
Minutes 
1. Welcome—Gale Schwartz 

Gale Schwartz welcomed all HAB members and CoC participants. As the first meeting since new HAB members 
were elected to the board, each participating member introduced themselves.  
 
The HAB approved the January 25, 2022 meeting minutes, with all participating HAB members voting in 
favor. 
 

2. Committee Updates 
CoC Analysis and Planning Committee—Pete Giacalone  

• CoCAPC’s most recent meeting focused on the Performance Outcome Evaluation Tool for 2022 and the 
recommendations to be put forth to the full HAB for the FY22 CoC Competition Ranking process.  

• Prior CoCAPC discussions were regarding the annual review and discussReview of the metrics from the 
annual U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Continuum of Care (CoC) Program 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for assessment of what those metrics mean for the people served 
in the Allegheny County CoC, and to ensure alignment with work moving forward.  

  

Communication and Education Committee—Jennifer McCurry  

• Continuing to work on website development for the new Allegheny County CoC website. Current focus 
includes establishing processes and communication channels to capture information and updates from 
providers and partners.  

• Additionally looking ahead to starting back up with experiential events to engage community members 
and communication about homelessness.  

 

Homeless Outreach Coordinating Committee—Laura Drogowski  

 
1 (P) indicates HAB members who were present for the meeting.   

https://alleghenycounty-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/hilary_scherer_alleghenycounty_us/EX-xflTXU_NFgCKYtPN--cEBsaO2H8sSqgg68ip_zW123g?e=CeuwUi
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• The HOCC will be reconvening in the new year, with initial efforts to map out appropriate plans and 
structure for the group. Common recent themes for focus have included the impact of overdoses, access 
equity across the County, and supporting best-practice outreach processes, including well trained and 
supported outreach teams.   

  

Provider Committee—Kyona White  

• Resource and information sharing across the provider network.  
 

3. Current HAB Business—Gale Schwartz  
November Meeting Minutes 
November Meeting Minutes were approved by HAB vote. All participating HAB members voted in favor.  
 
Allegheny County CoC Governance Charter 
The Charter is reviewed and approved annually. While the HAB can make necessary changes to the Charter at 
any time, with a HAB vote, this annual review builds in a recurring opportunity to assess updates. All CoC 
members received a copy of the Governance Charter with proposed changes highlighted through track changes. 
The proposed changes included: 
The distributed version used track changes to highlight the proposed revisions. The proposed changes are:  

• Updating to person first language throughout;  
• Updating names of Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) office names (e.g., DARE 

became ATP);  
• Adding a Unified Funding Agency (UFA) description to the terminology section; and  
• Removing a reference to the Committee’s being limited to 15 members each. 

 
The Allegheny County CoC Governance Charter was approved by HAB vote. All participating HAB members 
voted in favor. 
 
Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures 
The Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures are reviewed annually. Prior to the January 2022 meeting, no 
changes were requested or suggested. During the meeting discussion a request was made to update the 
document so that “Magistrates” were accurately referred to as “Magisterial District Judges.” No HAB members, 
or meeting participants raised objection to the proposed revision.  

 
The Allegheny County CoC Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures document, inclusive of the update to 
include “Magisterial District Judges” was approved by HAB vote. All participating HAB members voted in 
favor. 
 
HAB Membership 
Each Fall, the CoC opens a nomination period to seek new HAB members. Nominations are received through 
November 30th and from the nominations the Executive Committee proposes a slate of members to be voted 
on by the full HAB at the January meeting. The proposed slate of members was distributed to the full CoC in 
advance of the meeting, and can be found in Appendix B. No public comment on the slate was received.  
 
The HAB 2022 Membership Slate was approved by HAB vote. All participating HAB members voted in favor.  

 
4. Engaging Lived Expertise—Gale Schwartz 

Ms. Schwartz informed attendees of the Executive Committee’s decision to establish a working group to explore 
approaches for the CoC to better integrated the voice and expertise of people with lived experience into the 
planning, design and structure of the CoC. This decision reflects both the broad importance of systems growing 
and evolving together, and the specific importance of engaging with the people how have come in contact with 
the homelessness system. Chase Archer Evans and Michael Yonas, who both would voted onto the HAB with the 
previous HAB vote, agreed to take lead roles in developing recommendations on how the CoC can build better 
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engagement.  
 

5. Public Comments/Announcements 
• The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires Continuums of Care (CoC) to 

conduct an annual Point-in-Time (PIT) count of people experiencing homelessness. While usually set 
for the last Wednesday in January, the Allegheny County CoC, like many CoC’s across the country, 
requested a date deferment in response to the recent increase in COVID spread. The request was 
granted, and the Allegheny County CoC PIT count is now scheduled for Wednesday, February 23rd 

• Two advocacy avenues were shared from the Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania: 
o PHARE—also known as the state housing trust fund—expands opportunity for people in need 

and revitalizes communities. It supports a range of locally driven housing and community 
development priorities. In 2019, legislators from both parties answered the call to raise the 
funding cap for PHARE due to the great success of the program. Now, with above average Realty 
Transfer Tax revenue, and many PHARE project applications left unfunded, now is the time to 
advocate for increased funding. The Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania invites you to join their 
Raise the Cap Campaign kickoff webinar on February 3rd (10:00am) to learn more.  

o Last week, President Biden confirmed a strategy to advance and enact a scaled-back version of 
the Build Back Better Act that only includes the components approved by all 50 Senate 
Democrats. Other components would be repackaged into separate bills that need to go through 
regular order, meaning they would require additional floor time and the votes of 10 Senate 
Republicans—virtually guaranteeing that they will not pass this year. New reporting from the 
Wall Street Journal suggests that housing is not included in the current set of priorities for a 
reformulated reconciliation bill.  Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania is urging people to call and 
email their members of congress and voicing the need to protect and advance the bill’s historic 
investments in rental assistance, public housing, the Housing Trust Fund, and LIHTC as part of 
any reconciliation bill that advances. 

 
 

 
Next CoC Meeting 

March 29, 2022 from 10:00am to 12:00pm 
Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting and 

1 Smithfield St, Pittsburgh, 15222 (HSB, Lower Level) 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fout02.thedatabank.com%2F%3Fr%3DMTAwMw0KSjQ3MDczMC1DNDE5LU0yODk3MzctLWdhbGUNCjM3MTU2NDE5MzY1NTA5OTA4ODI5MzI4OTczNzEzOQ0KMTcyMDAwMDBjNGNiMg0KaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud3NqLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy9kZW1vY3JhdHMtc3RhcnQtdG8tc2tldGNoLW91dC1yZXZpdmVkLWJ1aWxkLWJhY2stYmV0dGVyLXBhY2thZ2UtMTE2NDI3NzE4MjQ%252fbW9kPXBvbGl0aWNzX2xlYWRfcG9zMQ0KZGVtb2NyYXRzc3RhcnR0b3MNCmhpbGFyeS5zY2hlcmVyQGFsbGVnaGVueWNvdW50eS51cw%253d%253d&data=04%7C01%7Chilary.scherer%40alleghenycounty.us%7C1cbeba9a05e946c29d7508d9df5029c9%7Ce0273d12e4cb4eb19f708bba16fb968d%7C0%7C0%7C637786357657912802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=kEwJ0s4f%2Fpuy%2BfDjbwA6hUbcMZg9povzwbm6bsBpFcQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fout02.thedatabank.com%2F%3Fr%3DMTAwMw0KSjQ3MDczMC1DNDE5LU0yODk3MzctLWdhbGUNCjM3MTU2NDE5MzY1NTA5OTA4ODI5MzI4OTczNzEzOQ0KMTcyMDAwMDBjNGNiMg0KaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud3NqLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy9kZW1vY3JhdHMtc3RhcnQtdG8tc2tldGNoLW91dC1yZXZpdmVkLWJ1aWxkLWJhY2stYmV0dGVyLXBhY2thZ2UtMTE2NDI3NzE4MjQ%252fbW9kPXBvbGl0aWNzX2xlYWRfcG9zMQ0KZGVtb2NyYXRzc3RhcnR0b3MNCmhpbGFyeS5zY2hlcmVyQGFsbGVnaGVueWNvdW50eS51cw%253d%253d&data=04%7C01%7Chilary.scherer%40alleghenycounty.us%7C1cbeba9a05e946c29d7508d9df5029c9%7Ce0273d12e4cb4eb19f708bba16fb968d%7C0%7C0%7C637786357657912802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=kEwJ0s4f%2Fpuy%2BfDjbwA6hUbcMZg9povzwbm6bsBpFcQ%3D&reserved=0
https://housingalliancepa.org/take-action/#/99
https://housingalliancepa.org/take-action/#/99
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Appendix A 
Allegheny County CoC Annual Overview  
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Resources Links 

• Allegheny County Analytics Webpage 
• Allegheny County Annual Point-in-Time Homelessness Count, 2009–Present: Interactive 

Dashboard 
• Clients Using Allegheny County Homelessness Programs: Interactive Dashboard 
• Allegheny County Analytics: Homelessness Reports 
• Allegheny Housing Assessment (AHA) Information 

• Allegheny County CoC Webpage 
• Documents (Governance Charter, Strategic Plan, HUD CoC Program NOFO Responses) 
• Performance Management Plan and Quarterly Performance Reports 

               

                                   

                                                                                    
         

                                                                            

                                                 

                                               

                             

                                                                              

                                                              

https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/category/topics/basic-needs/
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/2019/02/27/allegheny-county-annual-point-in-time-homelessness-count-2009-present-interactive-dashboard/
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/2019/02/27/allegheny-county-annual-point-in-time-homelessness-count-2009-present-interactive-dashboard/
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/2018/07/26/clients-using-allegheny-county-homelessness-programs-interactive-dashboard/
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/tag/homelessness/
https://www.alleghenycountyanalytics.us/index.php/2020/09/03/improving-prioritization-of-housing-services-implementation-of-the-allegheny-housing-assessment/
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/Programs-Services/Basic-Needs/Allegheny-County-Continuum-of-Care.aspx
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/About/Advisory-Bodies/HA/Planning-Documents.aspx
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/About/Advisory-Bodies/HA/Performance-Management.aspx
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Appendix B 
2022 HAB Membership Slate  

 
Pursuant to the CoC Governance Charter and HAB By-Laws a nomination period for HAB membership was 
open throughout November 2021. During this period 7 nominations were received for 6 HAB seats; 7 HAB 
seats were open, representing members whose term is ending, however one seat was attributed to the 
Provider Representative, elected through the Provider Committee Process. The 6 members on the slate 
below were selected by the Executive Committee based on considerations of diversity, in both demographic 
characteristics and in organizational and sector representation, experience, and leadership background of 
the candidates. This slate is to be voted on by the HAB on January 25, 2022.  
 

Name Affiliation 
Chase Archer Evans Community member 
Brian Knight Manager of Community Engagement, Homeless Children’s Education Fund 
Gale Schwartz* Associate Director, Policy & Strategic Initiatives, Housing Alliance of PA 
Kevin Progar Project Director, UPMC health Plan Center for Social Impact 
Jeffrey Upson Sergeant, Pittsburgh Bureau of Police   
Michael Yonas Vice President, Public Health, Research and Learning, The Pittsburgh Foundation 

*Indicates a HAB member who will be starting their second term.  
 
If approved by the HAB, the above slate will be joined by Alyssa Sciulli, Director of Housing Solutions at 
Community Human Services (CHS), as the third elected Provider Representative, and will be joining the 
following sitting HAB members. 
 

Name Affiliation 
Nicole Anderson Region 4 Coordinator, AIU 
Breanna Benjamin HOF Program Coordinator, Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
Damian Buccilli Planner/Zoning Officer/EEO Officer, Municipality of Penn Hills 
Laura Drogowski Critical Communities Initiatives Manager, Mayor's Office, City of Pittsburgh  

Stuart Fisk 
Director of Strategy, Center for Inclusion Health; Principal Investigator, Ryan 
White Grant/Positive Health Clinic; Medicine Institute, AHN 

Pete Giacalone HUD Program Coordinator, NLP of WPIC 
Knowledge Build 
Hudson 

Government Relations Liaison & Special Project Coordinator 
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh 

Diana Reichenbach Director of Supportive Housing, Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Susie Puskar Chief Program Officer, Partner4Work 
Christy Pietryga Chief Operating Officer, Veterans Leadership Program and Western PA 
Katie Stohlberg Executive Administrative Assistant, Allegheny County Housing Authority 
Kyona White Program Manager, Sojourner Housing MOMS 
Bethany Wingerson Director of Domestic Violence Services, Center for Victims 

  
 
The following individuals will be completing their terms with the HAB with the January 25, 2022, meeting. 
The time and attention they have given to the HAB is greatly appreciated and has been invaluable to the 
progress of the CoC.  
 

Jane Downing 
Anna Kudrav 

Joe Lagana 
John Lovelace 

Jennifer McCurry 
Lea Etta Rhodes 

 


