
Allegheny County Homeless Advisory Board 
 

CoC Bi-Monthly Meeting 
January 26, 2021; 10:00AM to 12:00PM 

Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 
 
Purpose: The Homeless Advisory Board (HAB) is a public/private partnership formed to assist and 
recommend to Allegheny County, the City of Pittsburgh, the City of McKeesport and the Municipality of 
Penn Hills on public policy, programs, activities, data and all other efforts that will eliminate 
homelessness and improve the wellbeing of persons and families who are homeless. 
 

HAB Members1 
Frank Aggazio (P) 
Meg Balsamico (P) 
Jane Downing (P) 
Laura Drogowski (P) 
Stuart Fisk (P) 
Pete Giacalone (P) 
Abigail Horn (P) 

Knowledge Build Hudson (P) 
Joe Lagana (P) 
John Lovelace (P) 
Jennifer McCurry (P) 
Michael Murray  
Susie Puskar (P) 
Christy Pietryga (P) 

Lea Etta Rhodes (P) 
Jessica Smith Perry 
Gale Schwartz (P) 
Kyona White (P) 
Kellie Wild 
Bethany Wingerson (P)   

In addition to the below notes, the meeting recording can be accessed here. 
 
Minutes 

1. Welcome—John Lovelace 
November 2020 Meeting Minutes were approved by the HAB 
 
John Lovelace commended the CoC and HAB for the work that had been done over the past several years 
and expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to serve as Chair.  
 

2. Annual Policy Review—John Lovelace 
The Governance Charter is reviewed and voted on annually. No revisions have been proposed, nor 
comments received pertaining to the content of the Charter during the public comment review period. HAB 
members raised no concerns or changes.   
 
The HAB originally approved the Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures in January 2018, along with 
approving the CoC’s adoption of HUD CPD 16-11, HUD’s Notice on Prioritizing Persons Experiencing 
Chronic Homelessness and Other Vulnerable Homeless Persons in Permanent Supportive Housing. The 
Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures will be added to the annual HAB review cycle, and revisions 
from the original include: insertion of an acronym and definitions section, editorial revisions to improve 
clarity, and content updates to reflect system enhancements since 2018. Content updates include 
expanding the explanation of prevention services, updates to reflect the replacement of the VI-SPDAT with 
the Allegheny Housing Assessment (AHA), and the addition of a data management piece associated with the 
implementation of AHA. HAB members raised no concerns or changes.   
 

3. HAB Membership—John Lovelace 
Membership Slate 
The annual HAB member nomination period was opened throughout November 2020. Seven (7) HAB seats 
were open, representing members whose term is ending, with one seat attributed to the Provider 
Representative, elected through the Provider Committee Process: Diana Reichenbach, Director of 

 
1 (P) indicates HAB members who were present for the meeting.   
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Supportive Housing at Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania. The 6 members on the slate were selected 
by the Executive Committee based on considerations of diversity, in both demographic characteristics and 
in organizational and sector representation, experience, and leadership background of the candidates 
 
The HAB approved the election of the 6 members on the slate, including 2 members for second terms 
(Laura Drogowski and Jessica Smith Perry) 
 
Mr. Lovelace thanked the current HAB members who are finishing their tenure on the HAB at the end of 
this meeting are: Frank Aggazio, Meg Balsamico, Abby Horn and Kellie Wild (in addition to Jerry Cafardi, 
who retired last year) 
 
Officers Slate 
Terms for the Officer positions are also concluding with the January meeting, and new Officer nominees 
are: Gale Schwartz for Chair, Christy Pietryga for Vice Chair (will be her second term), and Susie Puskar for 
Secretary.  
 
The HAB approved the election of the 3 Officers.  
 
The HAB and CoC expressed their gratitude to John Lovelace and Jane Downing for their important 
contributions as Chair and Secretary. 
 

  
 

4. CoC and HAB Annual Overview 
The January meeting includes an annual overview of the CoC. The presentation slides are in Appendix A. 

 
5. Coronavirus Relief Update 

Legislative Review—Kira Fatherree 
Kira Fatherree provided an overview of covid response bills, with focus on components of the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021, and highlighting areas of particular relevance 
to the homelessness system. Presentation slides are provided in Appendix B.  
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Rent Relief Update and Planning—Chuck Keenan 
Chuck Keenan reviewed summary information from the Rent Relief program that ran through December 
2020. Presentation slides are provided in Appendix C. In addition, Mr. Keenan noted that another round of 
Rent Relief would be coming, with the County building off lessons learned from the first round and waiting 
for State guidance before opening the second round in the coming months  
 
(post meeting note: Allegheny County Emergency Rental Assistance opened on March 15, 2021—more 
information and application access can be found at https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/)  
 

6. Crisis Response—Jenn Batterton 
In September of 2020, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services and the Allegheny County 
Emergency Services co-convened the Crisis Response Stakeholder Group (CRSG). It was formed to address 
the overreliance on emergency services for people with behavioral health needs as well as the racial 
inequities that persist throughout our crisis system. Jenn Batterton provided a brief overview of the effort 
and a request for feedback from community stakeholders to better understand how they might prioritize the 
16 recommendations generated from the CRSG. Following the meeting a survey link was provided to CoC 
members to provide feedback.  

 
7. Public Comment 

• No comments.  
 

Next CoC Meeting 
March 30, 2021 from 10:00am to 12:00pm 

Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 
 

https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/
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Appendix A 
Allegheny County Continuum of Care Overview 
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https://vimeo.com/334441402
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https://vimeo.com/333565247
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
Emergency Rental Assistance Update 
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