
Allegheny County Homeless Advisory Board 
 

CoC Bi-Monthly Meeting 
May 25, 2021; 10:00AM to 12:00PM 

Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 
 
Purpose: The Homeless Advisory Board (HAB) is a public/private partnership formed to assist and 
recommend to Allegheny County, the City of Pittsburgh, the City of McKeesport and the Municipality of 
Penn Hills on public policy, programs, activities, data and all other efforts that will eliminate 
homelessness and improve the wellbeing of persons and families who are homeless. 
 

HAB Members1 
Nicole Anderson  
Breanna Benjamin (P) 
Damian Butler-Buccilli (P) 
Jane Downing (P) 
Laura Drogowski (P) 
Stuart Fisk  
Pete Giacalone (P) 

Knowledge Build Hudson (P) 
Anna Kudrav (P) 
Joe Lagana (P) 
John Lovelace (P) 
Jennifer McCurry  
Susie Puskar (P) 
Christy Pietryga (P) 

Diana Reichenbach 
Lea Etta Rhodes (P) 
Cynthia Shields  
Katie Stohlberg (P) 
Gale Schwartz (P) 
Kyona White 
Bethany Wingerson (P)   

In addition to the below notes, the meeting recording can be accessed here. 
 
Minutes 

1. Welcome—Gale Schwartz 
Gale Schwartz welcomed all HAB members and CoC participants. Ms. Schwartz also shared that Jessica 
Smith Perry started a new position with the PA Housing Finance Agency (PHFA). The HAB is thankful for 
her contributions to this group and wishes her well. With the recommendation of the URA, Ms. Schwartz 
welcomed Breanna Benjamin to the HAB. Breanna is a Housing Opportunity Fund Program Specialist with 
the URA. 
 
March 2021 Meeting Minutes were approved by the HAB 

 
2. Policy/Program Impacts on Affordable Housing—Gale Schwartz 

To provide context around the affordable housing crisis, Ms. Schwartz presented on federal housing policy 
and practices, and the market realities experienced. The presentation slides can be found in the appendices.  
 

3. Affordably Housing Locally 
Meeting participants then heard presentations that looked locally. These presentations are listed below 

and the slides can be found in the appendices.  

• Impact and Local Experience —Chuck Keenan, Administrator, DHS 

• Residential and Consumer Lending, HOF—Breanna Benjamin, HOF Program Coordinator, URA  

• UPMC Center for Social Impact—Ray Prushnok, Executive Director, UPMC Center for Social Impact 

 
4. Questions and Discussion 

Following the presentations, Ms. Schwartz asked the HAB and meeting participants to consider where the 
CoC is and the resources coming into the community and share thoughts and questions about what role the 
HAB has and the CoC can work towards meeting the strategic priority around access to affordable housing. 
Participants shared: 

 
1 (P) indicates HAB members who were present for the meeting.   

https://alleghenycounty-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/hilary_scherer_alleghenycounty_us/ER0kIVNi8ihOgZwVmMlpQycBUiYDeqjdhRtMyo2oW-nrWQ?e=8e3Xnk


Allegheny County Homeless Advisory Board 
 

• Seek to use funds coming in through federal legislation on strengthening housing stock (e.g., 
rehabilitation and landlord engagement strategies), and connecting that housing to voucher users 

• With healthcare sector, have a strategic conversation to ensure the benefits list includes 
homelessness assistance 

• Seek to integrate or information share across housing waitlists as well as identifying households that 
may be on the verge of homelessness that can maybe be prevented through collaborative service 
support 

• Recognizing that many landlords engaged in the affordable housing and homelessness system space 
are small entities and may be aging out of the business, the CoC needs to consider opportunities to 
ensure that connections/partnerships are made with new landlords in the natural market 

o Related, seek opportunities to support organizations getting into the housing market 
 

The HAB Executive Committee will explore parameters for an ad hoc group to work on leveraging the new 
resources in the context of the CoC and existing local experiences, barriers and opportunities.  
 

5. Public Comment 
• The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh was recently awarded 142 Emergency Housing 

Vouchers in order to further assist individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness; at risk 
of experiencing homelessness; fleeing, or attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, stalking, or human trafficking; or were recently homeless and for whom providing rental 
assistance will prevent the family’s homelessness or having high risk of housing instability. It is the goal 
of the HACP to get all of these EHVs in the hands of families as soon as possible, and realize that this can 
be best accomplished by working with partners throughout the city and county. To see that end, we 
would like to invite you to join us for our "Big Tent" meeting scheduled for July 15th from 3pm - 
4:30pm via Zoom. At this "Big Tent '' meeting the HACP staff will lay out how we plan to engage 
partners to allow us to successfully get all 142 EVHs in the hands of the families who will be able to use 
them.  

• The Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania is hosting a virtual forum on creating statewide strategy to 
prevent eviction on June 10th. You can register for that event here: 
https://housingalliancepa.org/upcoming-events/  

• HUD has selected Pittsburgh-Allegheny County as one of nine participating sites for the multi-year 
Housing Choice Voucher Mobility Demonstration. The Demonstration “will support selected PHAs in 
addressing barriers to accessing housing choices by offering mobility-related services to increase the 
number of voucher families with children living in opportunity areas. In addition to offering mobility-
related services, participating PHAs will work together in their regions to adopt administrative policies 
that further enable housing mobility, increase landlord participation, and reduce barriers for families to 
move across PHA jurisdictions through portability. The Demonstration will face a rigorous, 
independent evaluation to determine what services are most effective at helping families move to 
opportunity areas.“ DHS continues to partner with the housing authorities on this program and is in the 
process of selecting a mobility-related services provider. The program will launch in early 2022 and the 
regional partners will continue planning internally and with all the national partners and sites 
throughout 2021. The full press release can be found here: 
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_21_076  

  
Next CoC Meeting 

July 27, 2021 from 10:00am to 12:00pm 
Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhousingalliancepa.org%2Fupcoming-events%2F&data=04%7C01%7CHilary.Scherer%40AlleghenyCounty.US%7C23abff108e7042a7f0f008d91fa57bb0%7Ce0273d12e4cb4eb19f708bba16fb968d%7C0%7C0%7C637575617879011350%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bFsg%2F%2FiC%2F2H2k0oTgEkKbSbNKW6DqubKGtUD%2FbOhCnM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_21_076
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Appendix  
Meeting Presentations  
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